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Ground-Engaging Support lor a Post 



We, Nuneaton Engineering Company 
Limited, a British Company, of Turtle Hill^ 
Nimeaton, Warwickshire, do hereby declare the 
invention, for which we pray that a patent 
may be granted to us, and the method by 
which it is to be performed, to be particu- 
larly described in and by the following state- 
ment : — 

The invention relates to a ground-engaging 
support for a post, and has for its object to 
provide a firm support for a post of which the 
thickness lies within a range of dimensions. 

According to the invention the support com- 
prises a base having radially-extending ground- 
engaging fingers and a central socket to receive 
with at least slight radial clearance the foot 
of a post to be supported^ the wall of the 
socket being interrupted in circumferentially 
spaced positions by axially-directed channels 
of which the respective bottom walls diverge 
in the upward direction from the axis of the 
socket, and which are for receiving wedges for 
holding the post firmly in the socket. The 
range of thicknesses for the post obviously de- 
pends on the extent to which the wedges will 
extend laterally into the socket when driven 
home, and this range can be extended by 
using sets of wedges of different thicknesses. 
It is preferably arranged that, when driven 
home, a top portion of each wedge will extend 
upwardly above the top surface of the said 
base to facilitate their subsequent withdrawal. 
For the latter purpose each wedge is prefer- 
ably provided with a laterally extending abut- 
ment at its outer side for engagement by, for 
example, a lever for facifitating the with- 
drawal. 

Preferably, the base has three of the ground- 
engaging fingers and the said fingers are spaced 
120 deg. apart. 

According to a feature of the invention 
there is one of the wedge-recepdve channels 
centrally of the axis of each finger. In this 
way the mass of the fingers assists in support- 
ing the force exerted by the associated wedge 
in holding the post firmly, 
[Price 4s, 6d.] 



The wall of the socket can be cylindrical, 
but according to a further feature it diverges 
conically in the upward direction, preferably 
at the same angle as die bottom walls of the 
channels. 

According to another feature the wall of the 
socket, instead of being interrupted in circum- 
ferentially spaced positions by single axially- 
directed channels is interrupted by groups of at 
least two of the channels, the channels of each 
group being of different depths and for selec- 
tive coaction with a single wedge. In this 
way it is possible to accommodate posts in a 
large range of thicknesses without having to 
select different angles for the wedges. 

According to yet another feature the outer 
ends of the fingers are extended laterally 
whereby to increase the resistance of the base 
to tipping in a direction bisecting the angle 
between any two adjacent fingers. 

The invention is exemplified by the accom- 
panying drawings, in which : — 

Figure 1 is a plan view of one form of the 
support; 

Figure 2 is a section on the line A — ^A of 
Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a section on the line B — B of 
Figure 2; 

Figures 4 and 5 are, respectively, a side ele- 
vation and plan view of one form of wedge to 
be used with the support, and 

Figures 6 and 7 are views like Figures 1 
and 2 but of a modified form of the support- 
Referring to Figures 1 to 3 the base of the 
support is in the form of a casting having 
three integral fingers 10, 11, 12 which radiate 
at 120 deg. therefrom and have ground-en- 
gaging pads 10a, 11a and 12a at their outer 
ends. 

At its centre the base is formed with a socket 
13 which, in the example shown, is cylindrical; 
and in alignment with the roots of the fingers 
the socket is formed with three channels. Each 
of the channels has parallel side walls 14, ' 
15 and the bottom 16 of the channels diverge 
in the upward direction so as to coact with 
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wedgesj like the one shown in Figures 4 and 
5y for holding the post (not shown) firmly in 
position. When driven home, the tops of the 
wedges preferably stand proud of the base so 
5 as to facilitate their removal. 

The wedges shown in the last-mentioned 
Figures have parallel side walls 17, 18 res- 
pectively to have sliding contact with the 
side walls 15 and 14 of the channels, and an 

10 inclined edge 19 to coact with channel wall 
16 for urging wedge edge 20 firmly into 
parallel engagement with the inserted post. 

In the construction shown in Figures 6 
and 7 each of the channels is subsututed by 

15 a group of three channels which are of dif- 
ferent depths and of which the bottom walls 
are shown at 16a, 16b and 16c. The socket 
is made conical at the same angle as the chan- 
nel bottoms and exists as lands 13^2 between 

20 the groups of channels. In all instances a single 
wedge is intended to be used with a single 
channel of each group such that the operative 
edge of the wedge will be parallel to the axis 
of the socket, and it will be seen that posts 

25 of one range of thicknesses can be held when 
the wedge engages channel bottom 16a, an- 
other range of posts of less thickness can be 
held when the wedge engages channel bottom 
165, and a third range of posts of still less 

30 thickness can be held with the wedge in 
engagement with channel bottom 16c:. 

In both constructions the pads lO^z, 11a 
and 12a provide a three-point support to 
compensate for irregularities of the surface on 

35 which the base is to rest, but such an arrange- 
ment provides less resistance to tipping in a 
direction bisecting the angle between two ad- 
jacent fingers than against tipping in a direc- 
tion along the axis of one of the fingers. To 

iO increase the resistance to tipping in the first- 
mentioned direction the said pads can be pro- 
vided with lateral extensions as indicated in 
dotted lines at 10b 3 lib and 12b in Figure 6. 
In that Figure the line 21 indicates the tip- 

45 ping axis in the aforesaid first-mentioned 
direction, and the line 22 indicates the tip- 
ping axis when the pads are extended laterally 
as shown. 



WHAT WE CLAIM IS : — 

1. A ground-engaging support, for a post, 50 
comprising a base having radially-extending 
ground-engaging fingers and a central socket 

to receive with at least slight radial clear- 
ance the foot of a post to be supported, the 
wall of the socket being interrupted in cir- 55 
cumfercntially spaced positions by axially- 
directed channels of which the respective bot- 
tom walls diverge in the upward direction 
from the axis of the socket, and which arc 
for receiving wedges for holding the post 60 
firmly in the socket. 

2. A support, according to Claim 1, in 
which the base has three of the ground-en- 
gaging fingers and the said fingers are spaced 
120 deg, apart. 65 

3. A support, according to Claim 1 or 2, 
in which there is one of the wedge -receptive 
channels centrally of the a.^is of each finger. 

4. A support, according to any preceding 
Claim, in which the wall of the socket di- 70 
verges conically in the upward direction at 

the same angle as the bottom walls of the 
channels. 

5. A support, according to Claim 1, in 
which the wall of the socket is interrupted in 75 
circumferentialiy spaced positions by groups of 

at least two channels^ the channels of each 
group being of different depths and for selec- 
tive coaction with a single wedge. 

6. A support^ according to any preceding 30 
Claim, in which the outer ends of the fingers 

are extended laterally whereby to increase 
the resistance of the base to tipping in a direc- 
tion bisecting the angle between any two ad- 
jacent fingers. 85 

7- A ground-engaging support, for a post, 
substantially as described and illustrated by 
Figure 1 to 5 of the accompanying drawings. 

8. A ground-engaging support^ for a post, 
substantially as described and illustrated by 90 
Figures 6 and 7 of the accompanying draw- 
ings. 

WALFORD & HARDMAN BROWN, 
Chartered Patent Agents, 
Roslyn Chambers, 
47, Warwick Road, Coventry, Warwickshire. 
Agents for the Applicants. 
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